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and abscesses, open and discharging, or crust-covered ulcers, and were exten¬ 
sively distributed, being, as a rule, smaller about the head and face and larger 
on the extremities, the trunk having comparatively few. Pure cultures of 
blastomycetea were obtained from the subcutaneous abscesses before - death 
and from various tissues and internal organs after death. Microscopic 
examination of both the internal and external lesions and the sputum failed 
to show any tubercle-bacilli, but all showed enormous numbers of blastomy- 
cetes. The lungs were riddled with miliary abscesses and tubercle-like 
lesions, the pleura studded with nodules, and the liver and kidneys, the 
spleen, and the mesentery were similarly affected. The early lung involvement 
and other symptoms all suggested tuberculosis, but the absence of tubercle 
bacilli, culturally, microscopically, and experimentally, the negative tuber¬ 
culin reaction, the absence of the usual microscopic tubercular architecture, 
the failure to reproduce tuberculosis in animals, the extraordinary number and 
rapid evolution of the cutaneous lesions, and, lastly, the abundance of the 
blastomycetes in every lesion, ruled out tuberculosis. Photographs accom¬ 
pany the article. 

The Light Treatment of Lupus and Rodent Ulcer.—A. J. Habkieon 
and W. K. Wills (Journal of Cutaneous Diseases, June, 1908, p. 295) give 
results obtained in the Bristol General Hospital in 1901 and 1902. At first 
two Lorbet-Genoud lamps, made by Marshall & Woods, of London, and 
later two lamps made by Miller were employed. The current used was an 
interrupted one—5 to 10 amperes, about 12 volts, and the time of sitting at 
the lamps five to twenty minutes. The report covers 42 cases of lupus 
vulgaris, 3 of lupus erythematosus, 12 of rodent ulcer, and other miscellane¬ 
ous cases. In the lupus cases almost all were benefited or greatly improved ; 
a small percentage only were unsatisfactory. Two out of the three lupus 
erythematosus cases were improved, but made more rapid progress under 
X-ray treatment. The 12 cases of rodent ulcer were treated chiefly with 
X-rays and were markedly benefited. 

On Light Therapeutics.—B ie (British Journal of Dermatology, May, 1903, 
p. 191, from Wien. klin. Rundschau, No. 37, p. 723) upholds the views of 
Bouchard, Widmark, and Finsen as regards the capabilities of the chemical 
rays, but not red, yellow, or green rays, to produce inflammation of the skin. 
Blue and violet rays can penetrate deeply into the skin only when it has 
been made bloodless. Ultra-violet rayB can, under no circumstances, pene¬ 
trate deeper than the superficial layer of the sldn, but here they may give 
rise to dilatation of the vessels which can persist for five or six months. Bie 
gives the following conclusions: (1) Finsen’s treatment of smallpox with red 
light depends on the exclusion of the irritating action of chemical light rays, 
and thus the prevention of pus-formation in the vesicles, secondary fever, 
and scars. (2) The red-light treatment of other exanthemata has not yet 
been thoroughly tested. (3) The universal light treatment of the future will 
undoubtedly be sun-baths or exposure of arc lamps of 160 to 200 amperes, but 
now too little is known of the general action of light for definite indications. 
(4) The single method of light treatment whose success is firmly established 
is Finsen's method of treating Bkin diseases with concentrated chemical rays. 
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This method is essentially preservative; hence the excellent results as to scar¬ 
ring, the scars being white and smooth. Healthy skin can be exposed to the 
rays as well as the diseased skin, thus diminishing the danger of recurrence. 
The treatment is free of pain and the results good. Of 640 patients, only 
1.7 per cent, had to abandon treatment on account of unfavorable results; 
85 per cent showed positively favorable results; and in only 16 per cent, 
was the improvement so slow that the treatment had to be described as less 
successful. 

Treatment of Rodent Ulcer by X-rays.— J. H. Sequeira (British Medi¬ 
cal Journal, June 6, 1903), who is in charge of the X-ray and Finaen-light 
Department of the London Hospital, in this article refers especially to the 
changes produced in the growth, the question of recurrence, the selection of 
cases, and the conditions which favor success. The following practical 
points are worthy of being quoted: The custom in the hospital is to apply 
the rays on alternate days in the milder cases, and daily in the severer forms 
of disease. The tubes used are those which spark from four to six inches, 
but the therapeutic value of the tubes is a variable thing, and one which it 
is at present impossible to explain. ** High ” tubes are valuable, as the rays 
can be applied until there is a definite inflammatory reaction. Actual 
“ burning ” is not necessary, and some of the best results are obtained with¬ 
out any inflammatory reaction at all. The surrounding skin is protected 
with leaden masks. 

Electrolytic Treatment of Xanthelasma.— Pansier (Arch. d’Eleclr. Midi- 
cale, July, 1902) recommends the use of the negative pole thrust into the 
growth and the application ef the positive pole to the back of the neck. The 
patch should be transfixed by the needle. Steel needles may be used. From 
six to ten milliamp&res are employed for about two minutes. The result is 
a soft, non-retractile scar. The method is not painless, but this may be 
minimized by rubbing the eyelid with menthol and chloral hydrate, of each 
46 grains in 98 grains of lanolin. Several treatments at intervals of about 
two weeks usually suffice. 
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Cocaine. How and When to Use It in Inflammatory Affections of the 
Eye.— Prof. Fuchs, Vienna (Wien. klin. Woch., 1902, No. 38), is convinced 
that this remedy is frequently improperly prescribed. It should never be 



